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Cramp 1838
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Murray 1847



29

4. Main Results

Busse, Gather, Kleiber: HeidelGram: A corpus-based network analysis of grammarians' references in 19th-century British grammars

instances of positive and negative opinions (frequencies per 10,000w)

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

18
02

_C
ro

m
bi

e
18

09
_H

az
lit

t
18

10
_L

en
ni

e
18

17
_E

ar
ns

ha
w

18
18

_C
ob

be
tt

18
18

_J
am

ie
so

n
18

23
_C

hu
rc

hi
ll

18
25

_K
ig

an
18

33
_A

le
xa

nd
er

18
36

_M
cA

rth
ur

18
37

_B
oo

th
18

38
_A

rn
ol

d
18

38
_C

ra
m

p
18

40
_L

ei
gh

18
41

_D
oh

er
ty

18
41

_S
im

m
on

ite
18

43
_C

ra
ne

18
43

_L
at

ha
m

18
46

_W
is

em
an

18
47

_J
am

es
18

47
_M

ur
ra

y
18

52
_M

or
el

l
18

58
_M

as
on

18
62

_M
ei

kl
ej

oh
n

18
63

_B
ai

n
18

68
_C

og
hl

an
18

71
_A

bb
ot

t
18

81
_D

an
ie

l
18

82
_W

hi
te

18
84

_F
le

ay
18

86
_D

ux
bu

ry
18

92
_S

w
ee

t
18

94
_S

te
el

18
98

_N
es

fie
ld

_…
18

98
_N

es
fie

ld
_…

positive

negative



30

4. Main Results

Busse, Gather, Kleiber: HeidelGram: A corpus-based network analysis of grammarians' references in 19th-century British grammars

references to Lowth (1762ff) (frequencies per 10,000w)

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

18
02

_C
ro

m
bi

e
18

09
_H

az
lit

t
18

10
_L

en
ni

e
18

17
_E

ar
ns

ha
w

18
18

_C
ob

be
tt

18
18

_J
am

ie
so

n
18

18
_W

illi
am

s
18

23
_C

hu
rc

hi
ll

18
25

_K
ig

an
18

33
_A

le
xa

nd
er

18
35

_M
ar

ce
t

18
36

_M
cA

rth
ur

18
37

_B
oo

th
18

38
_A

rn
ol

d
18

38
_C

ra
m

p
18

40
_L

ei
gh

18
41

_D
oh

er
ty

18
41

_S
im

m
on

ite
18

43
_C

ra
ne

18
43

_L
at

ha
m

18
46

_W
is

em
an

18
47

_J
am

es
18

47
_M

ur
ra

y
18

47
_S

m
ar

t
18

51
_T

hr
in

g
18

52
_M

or
el

l
18

58
_M

as
on

18
62

_M
ei

kl
ej

oh
n

18
63

_B
ai

n
18

68
_C

og
hl

an
18

71
_A

bb
ot

t
18

78
_B

ar
ne

s
18

81
_D

an
ie

l
18

82
_W

hi
te

18
84

_F
le

ay
18

86
_D

ux
bu

ry
18

92
_S

w
ee

t
18

94
_S

te
el

18
98

_N
es

fie
ld

_M
an

ua
l

18
98

_N
es

fie
ld

_P
as

t

quot_n
opi_n
ackn_n
comp_n



0
0.5

1
1.5

2
2.5

3
3.5

18
02

_C
ro

m
bi

e
18

09
_H

az
lit

t
18

10
_L

en
ni

e
18

17
_E

ar
ns

ha
w

18
18

_C
ob

be
tt

18
18

_J
am

ie
so

n
18

18
_W

illi
am

s
18

23
_C

hu
rc

hi
ll

18
25

_K
ig

an
18

33
_A

le
xa

nd
er

18
35

_M
ar

ce
t

18
36

_M
cA

rth
ur

18
37

_B
oo

th
18

38
_A

rn
ol

d
18

38
_C

ra
m

p
18

40
_L

ei
gh

18
41

_D
oh

er
ty

18
41

_S
im

m
on

ite
18

43
_C

ra
ne

18
43

_L
at

ha
m

18
46

_W
is

em
an

18
47

_J
am

es
18

47
_M

ur
ra

y
18

47
_S

m
ar

t
18

51
_T

hr
in

g
18

52
_M

or
el

l
18

58
_M

as
on

18
62

_M
ei

kl
ej

oh
n

18
63

_B
ai

n
18

68
_C

og
hl

an
18

71
_A

bb
ot

t
18

78
_B

ar
ne

s
18

81
_D

an
ie

l
18

82
_W

hi
te

18
84

_F
le

ay
18

86
_D

ux
bu

ry
18

92
_S

w
ee

t
18

94
_S

te
el

18
98

_N
es

fie
ld

_M
an

ua
l

18
98

_N
es

fie
ld

_P
as

t

positive
negative

31

4. Main Results
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instances of positive/negative opinions with regard to Lowth (1762ff)
(frequencies per 10,000w)



32

4. Main Results

Busse, Gather, Kleiber: HeidelGram: A corpus-based network analysis of grammarians' references in 19th-century British grammars

…references to Lindley Murray (1795ff) (frequencies per 10,000w)
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4. Main Results

Busse, Gather, Kleiber: HeidelGram: A corpus-based network analysis of grammarians' references in 19th-century British grammars

…instances of positive/negative opinions with regard to Lindley Murray 
(1795ff) (frequencies per 10,000w)
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4. Main Results

Busse, Gather, Kleiber: HeidelGram: A corpus-based network analysis of grammarians' references in 19th-century British grammars

"Doctor Crombie seemed to vie with L. Murray in inconsistency, and was 
wonderfully successful in his endeavours."

"The definitions of the other tenses which we have examined strongly 
declare that Lindley Murray wrote without critically investigating the truth 
or accuracy of his own writings or those which he copied; but the 
definition of the pluperfect tense shows an unpardonable indifference to 
perspicuity, consistency, and common-sense."

Gerald Murray (1847)
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5.  Summary and Conclusion
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5. Summary and Conclusion

approx. 2,800 references in 35 out of 40 grammar books

very few references to grammars written between 1640 and 1750

many references to grammarians that wrote their major works in the second
half of the 18th century, especially to the prescriptivists Lowth and Lindley 
Murray, and to the philosophical grammar of Horne Tooke

almost all of these references occur in grammars of the first half of the 19th

century

Busse, Gather, Kleiber: HeidelGram: A corpus-based network analysis of grammarians' references in 19th-century British grammars

 occupation with contemporary grammars

 turn away from 'traditional' (esp. prescriptivist) grammar writing

break around 1850:

 references generally less frequent
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5. Summary and Conclusion
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three out of 40 grammarians (G. Murray, Cramp, Crombie) refer to other 
grammarians excessively (but for different reasons), but only Crombie's 
grammar is referenced by later grammarians
→ balance of positive/negative opinions relevant? (more data needed)

most of the references are quotations, followed by opinions, and instances 
of comparison and contrast

break around 1850 particularly in these three categories, less so in 
acknowledgments

references to the two major 'prescriptivists' Lowth and L. Murray:

 instances of negative opinions by far outweigh positive remarks
 almost no acknowledgments whatsoever
→ turn away from prescriptive grammar writing not surprising



38
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in general

 findings of previous study could be confirmed and refined

 mixed-methods approach (corpus linguistics and network analysis) 
leads to noteworthy results

 consideration of central problems (e.g. with regard to data quality, 
inter-rater reliability, network visualisation) necessary in order to obtain
valuable results
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Thank you for your attention!

Busse, Gather, Kleiber: HeidelGram: A corpus-based network analysis of grammarians' references in 19th-century British grammars
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Project Link and Bibliography

Link to the HeidelGram Project:   https://heidelgram.de
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