


4. Main Results

Cramp 1838

Busse, Gather, Kleiber: HeidelGram: A corpus-based network analysis of grammarians' references in 19t-century British grammars

UNIVERSITAT
HEIDELBERG
ZUKUNFT
SEIT 1386

27



UNIVERSITAT
HEIDELBERG
ZUKUNFT
SEIT 1386

4. Main Results

Murray 1847 ‘
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4. Main Results

instances of positive and negative opinions (frequencies per 10,000w)
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4. Main Results

references to Lowth (1762ff) (frequencies per 10,000w)
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4. Main Results

instances of positive/negative opinions with regard to Lowth (1762ff)

(frequencies per 10,000w)
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4. Main Results

references to Lindley Murray (1795ff) (frequencies per 10,000w)
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4. Main Results

instances of positive/negative opinions with regard to Lindley Murray

(1795ff) (frequencies per 10,000w)
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4. Main Results

Gerald Murray (1847)

"The definitions of the other tenses which we have examined strongly
declare that Lindley Murray wrote without critically investigating the truth
or accuracy of his own writings or those which he copied; but the
definition of the pluperfect tense shows an unpardonable indifference to
perspicuity, consistency, and common-sense."

"Doctor Crombie seemed to vie with L. Murray in inconsistency, and was
wonderfully successful in his endeavours."
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5. Summary and Conclusion

approx. 2,800 references in 35 out of 40 grammar books
very few references to grammars written between 1640 and 1750

many references to grammarians that wrote their major works in the second
half of the 18t century, especially to the prescriptivists Lowth and Lindley
Murray, and to the philosophical grammar of Horne Tooke

almost all of these references occur in grammars of the first half of the 19t
century

break around 1850:
¢+ turn away from 'traditional’' (esp. prescriptivist) grammar writing
+ references generally less frequent

¢+ occupation with contemporary grammars
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5. Summary and Conclusion

most of the references are quotations, followed by opinions, and instances
of comparison and contrast

break around 1850 particularly in these three categories, less so in
acknowledgments

three out of 40 grammarians (G. Murray, Cramp, Crombie) refer to other
grammarians excessively (but for different reasons), but only Crombie's
grammar is referenced by later grammarians

— balance of positive/negative opinions relevant? (more data needed)
references to the two major 'prescriptivists' Lowth and L. Murray:

¢+ instances of negative opinions by far outweigh positive remarks
¢+ almost no acknowledgments whatsoever
— turn away from prescriptive grammar writing not surprising
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in general

¢+ mixed-methods approach (corpus linguistics and network analysis)

leads to noteworthy results

+ findings of previous study could be confirmed and refined

¢+ consideration of central problems (e.g. with regard to data quality,

inter-rater reliability, network visualisation) necessary in order to obtain
valuable results
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Thank you for your attention!
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Project Link and Bibliography

Link to the HeidelGram Project: https://heidelgram.de
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