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HeidelGram Workshop
Friday, April 8th 2022
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Agenda

Block A: (10:00-11:15)

HeidelGram: Network Analyses in 16th- and 19th-Century Grammars

Block B: (11:30-13:00)

Tracing and Automatizing Verbal Hygiene and Grammatical Terminology

Block C: (13:15-14:00)

Associated PhD Research ïA Corpus-Based Analysis of American Grammaticography 

until 1900
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Purpose of the Workshop

Å Presenting our work thus far

Å Feedback and suggestions on the project, and some specific issues

Å Comments on future endeavours 
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HeidelGram: Network Analyses in 16th- and 19th-Century 

Grammars

Block A
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HeidelGram ïProject Overview

Overarching Aims

ÅCompile and analyse a corpus of 16th- to 19th-century historical English grammars

Å Innovatively combine corpus-linguistic and network-analytical approaches

Å Investigating changing as well as stable discourses of historical English grammar writing

Network 1 Network 2 Network 3

Network of grammars 

and grammarians:

How grammar writers 

react to other authors

Network of verbal 

hygiene patterns:

How grammar writers 

position themselves w. 

r. t. language

Network of grammatical 

phenomena:

How lexical inventory of 

grammar changed in 

diachrony



6

HeidelGram Corpus ïData Selection

Definition of Grammar:

Combining a conventional approach (ñtherules

and conventions of everyday languageò

(McCarthy 2020: 4)) with the idea of verbal

hygiene (ñpracticesto ócleanupôlanguageò

(Cameron [1995] 2012: vii))

Variety of Texts:

Covering the widest possible

range of variability in terms of

Å Function

Å Audience

Å Text form

Popularity and Distribution:

Å bibliographic listings of grammar books (e.g., in

Michael 1987, Görlach 1998)

Å numbers of editions

Å book catalogues, advertisements, etc.

Å contemporaries' comments, e.g. in literary

genres, private letters

Å curricula of schools, colleges, etc.
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HeidelGram Corpus ï19th Century
1. Alexander Crombie (1802) The Etymology and Syntax of the 

English Language, Explained and Illustrated

2. Joseph Taylor (1804) A System of English Grammar

3. William Hazlitt (1809) A New and Improved Grammar of the 
English Tongue

4. William Lennie (1810) The principles of English grammar briefly 
defined, and neatly arranged

5. Dominique St. Quentin (1812) The First Rudiments of General 
Grammar

6. Christopher Earnshaw (1817) The Grammatical Remembrancer

7. David Williams (1818) The Catechism of English Grammar

8. William Cobbett (1818) A Grammar of the English Language, In 
a Series of Letters

9. Alexander Jamieson (1818) A grammar of rhetoric and polite 
literature

10. T.O. Churchill (1823) A New Grammar of the English Language

11. John Kigan (1825) A Practical English Grammar, agreeably to a 
new System

12. Levy Alexander (1833) The young lady and gentleman's guide 
to the grammar of the English language

13. Jane Marcet (1835) Mary's Grammar

14. Alexander McArthur (1836) An outline of English grammar for 
the use of schools

15. David Booth (1837) The Principles of English Grammar

16. William Cramp (1838) The Philosophy of Language

17. Thomas K. Arnold (1838) An English Grammar for Classical 
Schools

18. Percival Leigh (1840) The Comic English Grammar

19. Hugh Doherty (1841) An Introduction to English Grammar, on 
Universal Principles

20. Wiliam Joseph Simmonite (1841) The Practical Self-teaching 
Grammar of the English Language

21. George Crane (1843) The Principles of Language; Exemplified 
in a Practical English Grammar

22. Robert Gordon Latham (1843) An Elementary English Grammar

23. Thomas John Wiseman (1846) A School Grammar of the 
English Language

24. James Hutchinson (1847) Juvenile Grammar

25. Benjamin H. Smart (1847) Grammar on its True Basis

26. J.H. James (1847) The Elements of Grammar, according to Dr. 
Becker's System

27. Gerald Murray (1847) The Reformed Grammar, or Philosophical 
Test of English Composition

28. Edward Shelley (1848) The People's Grammar; or English 
Grammar without Difficulties for 'the Millionô

29. James Douglas (1851) Principles of English Grammar

30. Rev. Edward Thring (1851) The Elements of Grammar Taught in 
English

31. John Daniel Morell (1852) The analysis of sentences explained 
and systematised: with an exposition of the fundamental laws of 
syntax. After the plan of Becker's German grammar

32. James Millar (1855) Outlines of English Grammar; Arranged for 
being taught on the Intellectual System

33. Charles Peter Mason (1858) English Grammar; including the 
Principles of Grammatical Analysis

34. Thomas Clarke (1862) Student's Handbook of Comparative 
Grammar

35. John Meiklejohn (1862-66) An Easy English Grammar for 
Beginners

36. Alexander Bain (1863) An English Grammar

37. John Coghlan (1868) Reformed English Grammar

38. Edwin A. Abbott (1871) English Lessons for English People

39. Alexander F. Murison (1875) First work in English: grammar and 
composition taught by a comparative study of equivalent forms

40. William Barnes (1878) An outline of English speech-craft

41. Rev. Evan Daniel (1881) The Grammar, History and Derivation 
of the English Language

42. James Edward of Kendal Singleton (1882) Notes on lessons on 
English grammar for the use of teachers in elementary schools

43. Frederick Averne White (1882) English Grammar

44. Frederick Gard Fleay (1884) The logical English grammar

45. C. Duxbury (1886) A New English Grammar of School 
Grammars

46. Henry Sweet (1892/98) A New English Grammar, Logical and 
Historical

47. G. Steel (1894) An English grammar and analysis for students 
and young teachers

48. John Earle (1898) A Simple Grammar of English Now in Use

49. John Nesfield (1898) English Grammar: Past and Present

50. John Nesfield (1898) Manual on English Grammar and 
Composition

Popularity
Special Text-Type
Special Function
Special Audience

ü approx. 2.7 million words in total (for 40-book pilot corpus) 
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HeidelGram Corpus ï16th Century

1. Richard Sherry (1577) A Treatise of the Figures of Grammar and 
Rhetorike

2. Richard Mulcaster (1582) The First Part of the Elementarie

3. William Bullokar (1586) Brief Grammar of English

4. Gabriel Meurier (1586) The Conjugations in Englishe and Netherdutche

5. Edmund Coote (1596) The English Schoole-Maister

ü 182,628 words in total

Popularity
Special Text-Type
Special Function
Special Audience
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HeidelGram Corpus ï17th Century

13.John Newton (1677) The English Academy, 
or, a Brief Introduction to the Seven Liberal 
Arts

14.Richard Blome (1686) The Gentleman's 
Recreation

15.Christopher Cooper (1687) The English 
Teacher (English translation of Grammatica
Ling. Angl.)

16.Guy Miège (1688) The English Grammar

17.Maurice Wheeler (1690) The Royal Grammar

18.Joseph Aickin (1693) The English grammar

1. Alexander Hume (1617) Orthographie and 
Congruitie of the Britan Tongue

2. John Hewes (1624) A Perfect Survey

3. John Brinsley (1630) The Posing of the Parts

4. Charles Butler (1633) English Grammar

5. Ben Jonson (1640) The English Grammar

6. Joshua Poole (1646) The English Accidence

7. Francis Lodwick (1647) A Common Writing

8. Jeremiah Wharton (1654) The English 
Grammar

9. James Howell (1662) A New English 
Grammar

10.John Wilkins (1668) An Essay towards a Real 
Character, and a Philosophical Language

11.John Newton (1669) School Pastime for 
Young Children: or the Rudiments of 
Grammar

12.M. Lewis (1675) Plain & Short Rules

Popularity
Special Text-Type
Special Function
Special Audience
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HeidelGram Corpus ï18th Century

1. A. Lane (1700) A Key to the Art of Letters

2. Richard Browne (1700) The English School 
Reformed

3. John Brightland (1711) A Grammar of the 
English tongue

4. James Greenwood (1711) Essay towards a 
practical English grammar 

5. Michael Mattaire (1712) The English Grammar

6. Hugh Jones (1724) An Accidence to the 
English Tongue

7. Daniel Duncan (1731) A New English 
Grammar

8. Isaac Barker (1733) An English Grammar

9. John Collyer (1735) The General Principles of 
Grammar

10.Solomon Lowe (1737) English Grammar 
Reformed

11.Ann Fisher (1745) A New Grammar

12.John Kirkby (1746) A New English Grammar

13.John Wesley (1748) A Short English Grammar

14.Benjamin Martin (1748) Institutions of 
Language

15.James Harris (1751) Hermes, or a 
Philosophical Inquiry Concerning Language 
and Universal Grammar

16.Thomas Dilworth (1751) A New Guide to the 
English Tongue

17.Joseph Priestley (1761) The Rudiments of 
English Grammar

18.Robert Lowth (1762) A short introduction to 
English grammar with critical notes

19.James Buchanan (1762) The British 
Grammar; or, an Essay, in Four Parts, towards 
Speaking and Writing the English Language 
Grammatically, and Inditing Elegantly

20.John Ash (1763) Grammatical institutes or, An 
easy introduction to Dr. Lowth's English 
grammar

21.William Ward (1765) An Essay on English 
Grammar

22.Samuel Johnson (1766) A dictionary of the 
English Language... to which is prefixed, a 
Grammar

23.Robert Baker (1770) Reflections on the 
English Language

24.Daniel Fenning (1771) A New Grammar of the 
English Language; or, an easy introduction to 
the art of speaking and writing English with 
propriety and correctness

25.Dorothea Du Bois (1772) Short English 
Grammar

26.Ellin Devis (1775) The Accidence; or First 
Rudiments of English Grammar

27.John Horne Tooke (1786) Epea Pteroenta, or 
The Diversions of Purley

28.Lindley Murray (1795) English grammar 
adapted to the different classes of learners

29.Benjamin Rhodes (1795) A Concise English 
Grammar

30.Ellenor Fenn (1799) The Child's Grammar

Popularity
Special Text-Type
Special Function
Special Audience
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19th-Century Citation Networks: Method

List of Search Terms

List of Concordances

Co-Occurence Matrix

Custom Tool / 

SimpleCorpusNetwork

Manual / Grounded Theory

Grammar 1 Grammar 2

Term 1 2 4

Term 2 8 0

é


